What is new with inhaled anesthetics: Part 2.
Since the 1800s, inhaled agents have been administered to produce surgical anesthesia. Although inhaled anesthetics are commonly known to produce a state of sleep, they also influence many physiologic processes. This article explores the pharmacodynamics of the inhaled anesthetics used in current anesthesia practice. Equipped with this knowledge, the PACU nurse will be better prepared to anticipate the nursing care needs of patients recovering from inhaled anesthetics.